Department of English

Mr. Roddy

Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

While reading Alice in Wonderland, take time after each chapter to answer the following questions (one from each chapter).  The questions are meant to keep you on track for knowing “what the heck’s going on” as well as to push you to think much more deeply.  The book is not a children’s book at all; it is a deeply philosophical book, beautiful, funny, and disturbing.  

Your answers should be typed out and numbered (you should not retype the questions—the numbers will be enough).  There will be a “Did-You-Read-It” quiz on your assigned.  The Camden County Library System has an audio version of the book (they may also have a downloadable version) and The Annotated Alice, a great resource for reading the book.  Enjoy!

Chapter 1:  Down the Rabbit Hole
a.  What does the white rabbit represent?

b.  Discuss the motif of size.
Chapter 2

a.  What is the symbolism of Alice swimming in her own tears ?
b.  What is the lesson the mouse is trying to teach Alice?
Chapter 3
What is a caucus race, and what might Lewis Carroll be satirizing? 

Chapter 4

What do we learn in the opening paragraphs of this chapter about positions in society? How does the White Rabbit behave towards those he thinks are above him? Towards those he thinks are below him?
Alice seems to have a number of reasonable ideas in this chapter although they don’t necessarily work out. Do you think anything has been changing for Alice other than her size?

Chapter 5

a. What does this dialogue tell us about Alice? About Wonderland? What is the deep significance of the Caterpillar’s question, “Who are you?” and why is the choice of a caterpillar an excellent one for this question?
b. Why is it important that this comes at the end of the Chapter? What is different about this Alice from the Alice who first talks to the caterpillar?

Chapter 6  Pig and Pepper
a. There is something unpleasant about the “pig/baby.” Some think it relates to Carroll’s dislike of young boys in general. What do you think of Alice’s attitude here?

b. What might be the symbolism of a human child turning into an animal (especially a pig)?
Chapter 7:  A Mad Tea Party
The Mad Tea Party has many symbolic levels.  The language, manners, jokes, riddles, stoppage of time, and social interactions are all commented on in this chapter.  Discuss two levels of symbolism of this wonderful and strange chapter (“we’re all mad here”).
Chapter 8:  The Queen’s Croquet-Ground
How does Alice relate to the cat in this chapter? Why do you think she chooses to speak to the cat?  Is this part of Wonderland different from the world outside the garden? If so,how. Is Alice different from the way she appeared earlier in the book?

Chapter 9:  The Mock Turtles’s Story
a. What is the symbolism of the Red Queen, and what is the symbolism of the Mock Turtle (and his story)?

b. What are the puns here? Reeling/Writhing/Ambition/Distraction/Uglification/and Derision?
Chapter 10:  The Lobster Quadrille
Alice seems to go backwards a bit in this chapter and is relieved later when she can just listen to the Mock Turtle’s Song. Although she is used to the nonsense of others by now, she is still having trouble with her own jumbled thoughts and confusion. Give examples and reasons why.

Chapter 11:  Who Stole the Tarts?
How is the trial a satire of law and social justice?
Chapter 12:  Alice’s Evidence
`Who cares for you?' said Alice, (she had grown to her full size by this time.) `You're nothing but a pack of cards!'  Why does this sentence seem to signal that Alice is ready to leave Wonderland?  What does the final paragraph tell us about what Carroll thought the point of his story was?
Choose one passage (one paragraph to one page).  Copy and paste it from the internet (if you google the first sentence, the passage should immediately come up), and write a short essay (8—10 sentences) why this passage is so beautiful and smart.
