Department of English

Lindenwold High School

Mr. James Roddy

jroddy@lindenwold.k12.nj.us
AP Summer Classes and Summer Reading Requirements
To All Prospective English 12 Advanced Placement Students 
Welcome to the English 12 AP program of Lindenwold High School.  I am looking forward to working with you in the upcoming year.

The English 12 AP course is a challenging class that will demand much of you in terms of time, studies, reading, and writing.  So that we can begin this accelerated course at an accelerated pace (“hit the ground running”), we are assigning three works to be read over the summer:  Khaled Hosseini’s Kite Runner, Hermann Hesse’s Siddhartha, and selections from Ovid’s Metamorphoses (mythology).  Reading these works will allow us to set the groundwork and discuss the literary theories that we will use throughout the year.

Summer Reading

To ensure that all students are serious about meeting the rigorous challenge of an AP English Literature and Composition course, summer due dates will be in effect for the summer reading.  

1.  The Kite Runner packet of study guide questions must be completed and e-mailed to me by July 31.  

2. The Siddhartha packet of questions must be completed and e-mailed to me by August 15.

3. The Ovid’s Metamorphoses assignment must be completed and e-mailed to me by August 31.

These are deadlines in the true sense of the word; no late or incomplete assignments will be accepted, and missing a deadline will result in the student being dropped from AP and re-assigned to another English class.  No excuses will be accepted; work may, of course be turned in before the deadlines at any time.
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AP English Summer Classes

Another requirement for acceptance into the AP program is proper preparation.  

1.  Any student who received a yearly grade of A or B in the English 11 Pre AP class is considered prepared.  These students DO NOT have to attend AP English Summer Classes (but you are invited if you wish to attend).
2. Any student who received a C or lower in English 11 Pre AP or who came (with any grade) from and English 11 CP class must take the 10 hour Summer AP Course with Mr. Roddy (July 18, 19, 20, and 21 —  from 9:30am to noon).

3. Any student who must take the 10 Summer Class hours MUST TAKE ALL 10 HOURS or WILL BE DROPPED FROM THE AP PROGRAM.

Attached you will find the packets of study guide questions, one for each literary work.  The summer due dates are set to allow approximately ten pages of reading per day.  Answer the study guide questions as you read (this will be much easier than trying to remember everything at the end of the reading), and do the short research/extra projects.  You will also take “did-you-read-it” quizzes shortly after you return in September.  Not reading the summer works carefully (resulting in failing the quizzes) will make passing the first making quarter of English 12 AP very difficult.  So please take the summer reading seriously--
--however, not so seriously that you don’t enjoy the books.  These three books are great reading and should be very enjoyable, and enjoyment (as well as deepening your growth and understanding as a human being) is central to the purpose of reading literature.  Summer is a time for fun and pleasures, and I hope you will find these books a great part of that fun.  Enjoy them.  Enjoy the summer; be safe and healthy.  We’ll get together in September and have some more fun.







Sincerely,







Mr. Roddy
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