Department of English

Mr. Roddy

Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll

While reading Through the Looking Glass, take time after each chapter to answer the following questions (one from each chapter).  The questions are meant to keep you on track for knowing “what the heck’s going on” as well as to push you to think much more deeply.  The book is not a children’s book at all; it is a deeply philosophical book, beautiful, funny, and disturbing.  

Each answer should be a minimum of an eight to ten sentence paragraph (feel free to  write more but not more than you need) and should have quotes and references to the book to support your answers.  You should then analyze and explain these quotes (an expanded RACE format).  Your answers should be typed out and numbered (you should not retype the questions—the numbers will be enough).  There will be a “Did-You-Read-It” quiz upon your return..  The Camden County Library System has an audio version of the book (they may also have a downloadable version) and The Annotated Alice, a great resource for reading the book.  Enjoy!
The Questions

The Poem (Foreword)

1. What is the theme of the poem (ix-x) that precedes the first chapter?

Chapter 1

The looking glass (or mirror) that Alice uses to enter “Looking Glass World” is a very interesting choice for many reasons of symbolism.  What interesting and deeper associations with a mirror can you think of that echo in the story (you may wish to come back and add to this answer after reading more of the book).

Chapter 2

a. The countryside is mapped out like a chess board (18).  Why is chess an appropriate structure for Looking Glass world?

b. What’s odd about Alice’s running with the Queen?  B) How is it relevant to our world?

Chapter 3

What happens to Alice when she enters the woods?  What does the Fawn do as soon as it exits the woods?  Why?  What might the woods symbolize?
Chapter 4 

a. How is the theme of reflections obviously used in chapter 4

b. Google search “Vishnu dreaming the Universe” (web and image) and explain what you find and how it relates to the Red King.

c. What do Tweedledee and Tweedledum symbolize (thinking especially of their “fight” over the rattle and pausing at six)?

Chapter 5

a. What is interesting about the White Queen And what metamorphosis occurs in this chapter and to whom?

b. Explain the title of the chapter, “Wool and Water.”

Chapter 6

Many scholars say that Through the Looking Glass is about language and that the center of the language theme is in this, the Humpty Dumpty chapter.  What is the book and especially this chapter saying about language?

Chapter 7

c. How does nobody play a part in this chapter?
d. How does the Lion and the Unicorn parallel Tweedledum and Tweedledee?

Chapter 8

Many scholars see the White Knight as a presentation of Lewis Carroll.  How do you think think this might be so?  (N.B. You may have to look up Lewis Carroll and find out a little about him and his relationship with Alice Liddel.)  And what happens to Alice at the end of the chapter?  What does this symbolize?

Chapter 9

What is Alice’s moment of freedom and independence?  Why is her attack on the Red King especially a sign of her courage and new-found maturity?

Chapter 10

a.  Very often in literature, the main character who goes off into a mystical realm (Alice, Dorothy [Oz], Odysseus, etc.) often to awaken at the end of the journey.  What symbolism (psychological and universal) do you see in these “awakenings”?

b. The book ends with this:  “Now, Kitty, let’s consider who it was that dreamed it all.  This is a serious question, my dear…You see, Kitty, it must have been either me or the Red King.  He was part of my dream, or course—but then I was part of his dream, too.”  Explain the religious and philosophical nature of Alice’s question;  what is she really asking about and why is it such “a serious question”?

