Summer Reading – Mr. Abrams – ENG 9 HON – Of Mice and Men
As you read the novel, consider TWO of the following activities to complete.  Each of these activities should be presented separately. Please indicate the activity number you have chosen on your paper/project. During the first few days of school, we will have a show-and-tell as you share your work with the rest of the class and me. Each item will be worth 50 points. 

If for whatever reason you were not issued Of Mice and Men, you’re not off the hook. Here is the full text: http://staff.oswego.org/ephaneuf/web/ENG_9R/Steinbeck,%20John%20-%20Of%20Mice%20and%20Men.pdf
Each portion of the project will be assessed using the following rubric:
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	· You apparently spent considerable time preparing. 
· For a (50) the work is meticulously typed, drawn, handwritten, or composed.

· Your risk-taking and creativity shine from the artifacts you present.
· Your deep understanding of the literature is apparent.
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	· Your work seems rushed.

· There is little depth to how you interpret the novel.

· Sloppiness and errors abound

· Something is better than nothing.



1. Tell your thoughts and feelings about something that happened in the reading or something about one of the characters in the reading.  How does an event or a person remind you of something in your experience or life?  How does it relate? Be sure to include specific events from both the book and your own life.

2. “Become” one of the characters.  Comment on the events of the reading from his/her point of view.  Tell an incident the way this character sees it.  Include the thoughts and feelings of the character that may not be mentioned in the story.

3. Quote a phrase or a section of the text that impressed you for some reason (beautiful language, interesting thoughts, meaningful to you for some reason).  Explain why you chose that section.  Also, be sure to tell where the quote fits into the context of the story. Use at least 150 words
4. Ask questions about the text.  These should be thoughtful, possible discussion-provoking questions.  They should not be simple fact questions, and they should not be able to be answered with a simple “yes” or “no.”  You should ask at least five questions of the text.

5. Draw a picture of a scene from the reading.  Explain why you chose that scene.

6. Create a dictionary of terms that would help someone reading this book. Make a list of at least fifteen particular words (jargon, slang, technical language, specialized terminology, etc.) that the author uses in this story.  These words must be slightly out of the ordinary; they should have particular significance in the book.  Define each word as it is used in the story.  

7. Write a letter to the author of the book.  Tell him/her what you liked and disliked about the story and his/her writing style.  Give them specific reasons and examples from the story to support what you say. Be sure that your letter is in the correct format. 

8. Create a book jacket description for the story.  Pretend you are trying to “hook” readers’ interest in the story by explaining its contents on the back of the book. How would you tell people what the book is about and persuade them to pick it up and read it?  

9. Imagine a meeting between you and one of the book’s characters.  Where would you meet?  What would you discuss?  Create a dialogue that includes references to the story’s action, other characters, and bits about your own life.   

10. Create a board game based on the characters, events, or theme of your book. Be sure that the game is playable and that participants must rely on their knowledge of the book in order to succeed!

11. Become a casting agent. If your book were to be made into a movie, which famous stars you would you choose to play the roles of each character?  Support your choices with explanations (appearance, experience, similarities, personality, etc.).

12. Build a timeline for the major events in the story, focusing on at least twelve incidents. Highlight the initial conflict(s), climax, and resolution of the story in some way. Be sure that the action is accurately placed and that the time between events is indicated neatly. 

 13. Draw a map of where your story took place.  It should contain areas where significant events happened.  Use a key to describe these happenings.  Be certain to include a title and label the appropriate areas.  Detail, color, and accuracy are points to remember.

14. Write an obituary for one of the characters in the book.  http://www.legacy.com/news/advice-and-support/obituary-writing-tips/1772/
15. Become a character and write a diary with at least 5 entries. Include events from the novel and how you feel about them. Write in the voice of the character (using his/her dialect, words, sayings).

16. Write a "Dear Abby" advice column with questions from three of the characters in the novel asking for advice.  Their problems/questions should be in keeping with how they were presented in the book. You must include your solutions/answers as Dear Abby. Be sure to first research who Abby was back in the day Each Q & A should be about a half-page.

17. Make a collage of a major theme from the book. Use clippings from magazines, newspapers, etc. The collage must be on paper that is at least 8 ½” x 14” and should include at least 10 different clips. On the back of the collage, explain in one paragraph what theme you are representing and what it has to do with your novel.  I will accept a digital collage. 
18. Write an ad for a dating service for one of the characters.  Include details such as a physical description, hobbies, interests, education, job, likes/dislikes, favorites, and what he/she is looking for in a potential date.  You should use information you learned about this character from the story, but you can also use your imagination to fill out the ad.
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